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The Daily Star

oy oM 200, ‘Hat-trick for Hasina® fraieicn (e3fe sbicam adiw dfstame <=1 =2 ‘Awami League
President Sheikh Hasina has led her party to a third consecutive win in parliamentary polls, securing
two-thirds majority in yesterday's election held in an atmosphere dominated by the ruling party men. ...
The results show the BNP-led Jatiya Oikyafront and 20-party alliance fared poorly, prompting a call
for a fresh election. ... Yesterday's voting was unprecedented. The atmosphere was peaceful. Festoons
fluttered everywhere, even obscuring the sky. People walked to the polling stations from early
morning. Polling agents and party men in their hundreds roamed the alleys and sub-alleys. Party men
with ID cards dangling from their neck sat lazily and gossiped by the voting centres. Security forces
patrolled, but that was not necessary as peace prevailed. Everything was fine except that it was a one-
sided story all over. The festoons were of the ruling AL. The hundreds of polling agents and party men
who thronged the voting centres all belonged to the AL or components of the alliance it leads. Polling
agents of neither the BNP nor its allies were seen in 196 polling centres visited by our correspondents
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in Dhaka city and 250 centres in 25 districts. ... Yesterday, there was festivity also, but it was a one-
sided overwhelming show of strength that had caused an enforced absence of the opposition. It seemed
no party other than the ruling AL was contesting the polls. A contest with itself, probably. The scene
though was not surprising altogether. After the fashion in which the opposition men were harassed and
harried by law enforcers in the days and weeks running up to the election, it was too much to expect
for any opposition men to approach the voting centres yesterday. No one wanted to be polling agents
for the opposition amid the spectre of arrests. Other strange symptoms were visible too. The voters
were greeted by smiling AL men at the centres and escorted inside where voters waited in long queues
that moved at a snail's pace. But inside the polling rooms, there was hardly anything to justify the slow
process of voting.’
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